Schools Head of the River Race
Monday 14th March 2022 Start 1330
Safety Plan
Pre – Event
Weather conditions and the PLA Ebb Tide Warning flags will be monitored prior to
the day of the event. If there are significant adverse conditions predicted, the
organising committee will review and the possibility of cancelling boat classes or the
event will decided upon in accordance with the event Risk Assessment.
If boat classes are to be excluded that will by agreement between the Safety Advisor,
Event Chairman, Race Committee Chairman, Race Controller and British Rowing
Regional Safety Advisor. Slowest and boats of least strength will be excluded first
and others dependent upon the conditions.
Safety Launches
Eight safety launches are situated at strategic points along the river with the purpose
of providing rescue and removal of casualties to the nearest landing place or
ambulance point. In addition, there will be three guard boats located close to
obstructions. They will be positioned in accordance with their marked location on
the rule 2.2.3 map.
In addition to the rescue craft there will be a large number of marshal and umpire
launches which may be able to offer assistance to competitors in an emergency. All
safety launches will carry safety net radios, megaphones and mobile phones.
Co-ordination of the craft will be by radio by the Race Controller at base control in
Ranelagh Sailing club, Putney.
The RNLI lifeboats will be positioned up river of the start and down river of the finish
and will be in contact with the RNLI adviser at base control.
Marshal and Umpire launches can attract the attention of the rescue craft by
sounding the siren or by radio via control.
Ambulance and First aid
AB Medical Services 07590 542 513 will provide an ambulances and crews at:
• Emanuel School Boat House [W4 2SH],
• St.Pauls Boathouse [SW13 9JT] and a fast response medical vehicle on the
Putney Embankment [SW15 1LB] .
The event doctor will be located at base control in Ranelagh Sailing Club.
First aid may be summoned by calling to any Marshal or Umpire.
If a casualty has to be taken to Hospital This will no longer Roehampton, London
Ambulance service will dynamically task ambulances to any of Charing X, Chelsea
and Westminster, St Georges, Kingston or West Middlesex .
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Race Communications
The radio safety net includes all safety craft, PLA, RNLI and Police and is co-ordinated
by the Race Controller at Ranelagh Sailing Club, Putney Embankment. Mobiles will be
used as back-up. Marshals, umpires, race officials are on a separate radio net but are
able to be in contact with safety crews via Race Control.
In the event of an emergency RNLI will use VHF Channel 16 .
If the Emergency Services are required dial 999 and ask for Coastguard and use the
nearest landing place post code as a position indicator.
Landing places: RNLI will use Chiswick Pier or Putney Pier to land a casualty.
In addition to the landing places above emergency help may be summoned to:
• Barn Elms Boathouse SW13 0DG
• Lower Mall Hammersmith W6 9DJ
• Corinthian Sailing Club W6 9TA
• Chiswick Pier [RNLI] W4 2UG
• Small Profits dock Barnes SW13 9QG
• TTRC boathouse W4 2SH
• TSS Boathouse W4 2SH
• Ship pub SW14 7QR
• Quintin/MAA boathouses W4 3UJ
• Putney Town RC TW9 4EN
• Univ London BC W4 3TU
Procedure in the event of bad weather Pre-boating
In the event of bad weather, a decision to postpone or cancel the race will be taken at the
12.00 Safety briefing at ST. Pauls Boathouse This will be announced at SPS and
Putney and Masters/coaches at the following boathouses will be informed by messages and
'phone by 12:15:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Barn Elms
St Paul's School
Latymer Upper School
Emanuel School
TSS/Quintin/MA&A
University of London
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SHORR’22 ABANDONMENT PLAN
This plan is the result of considerable discussion and consultation between various
tideway heads organising members. Hopefully it will never have to be implemented.
But just in case please study it.
INSTRUCTIONS TO CREWS
In case the race has to be abandoned at any time while crews are marshalling or
racing the following procedure will apply and be strictly adhered to:
Crews, on hearing continuous short blasts on sirens and/or seeing umpires/marshals
waving red flags will immediately STOP. They will wait to be instructed on how and
where to proceed by a marshal. They must maintain a sharp lookout for other crews
in the vicinity who may not have heard or seen the warnings and are continuing with
marshalling or racing. If necessary, they must move to avoid any collision with such a
crew.
Marshals will wait for instructions from the Chief Marshal / Safety Advisor, who will
be in constant communication with Race Control, and once the cause and location of
the problem has been determined, he will proceed to put the abandonment plan
into operation.
Depending on where crews have boated, whether or not the Race has started and
the number of crews still being marshalled, they may be asked to either paddle
lightly downstream under the direction of the marshals (if they have boated from
downstream of the marshalling area), or turn on to one of the banks and wait to be
sent upstream if they boated from one of the clubs at or above Chiswick Bridge.
A crew may be asked to proceed downstream of all marshalling crews before turning
on to one of the banks.
INSTRUCTIONS TO MARSHALS AND UMPIRES IN EVENT OF ABANDONMENT
The Chief Marshal is in absolute control in the event of abandonment. He will state
over the radio “RACE ABANDONED, RACE ABANDONED, RACE ABANDONED”. From
this time strict radio silence must be maintained unless a response is requested by
the Chief Marshal or a request requiring an immediate safety response is required.
Marshals will immediately sound their megaphone sirens with continuous short
blasts, and if possible wave their red flag at the same time. This will be maintained
until every crew has stopped. Care must be taken that any crews coming
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downstream - especially if they are still racing - do not interfere with other crews still
moving who may not have reacted as quickly.
ALL CREWS TO BE HELD UNTIL INSTRUCTED OTHERWISE BY CHIEF MARSHAL. (Unless
there is an immediate safety concern in which case the Marshal in the vicinity will
contact the Chief Marshal and seek assistance.)
Once the cause of abandonment has been ascertained the evacuation process as
follows will be implemented, subject to:
a) In the case of an obstruction, weather conditions or other difficulty putting
one or more Divisions at greater risk than others, those Divisions will be
dispersed first - using the same general approach as set out below if safe to
do so.
b) If there is an obstruction downstream of the marshalling area, requiring a
detour past it, the Chief Marshal will re-locate enough marshals’ and
umpires’ launches to direct any previously racing, or returning crews before
ordering the dispersal.
c) The Chief Marshal may, as an alternative, order a suspension of racing, but
this should not normally last more than 10 minutes before abandonment is
declared or normal marshalling/racing resumes.
d) Given the possibility of injury and a need to land crews quickly, the areas
around the Barnes and Chiswick clubs to be kept as clear as possible.
e) In the event of a radio base-station or relay failure (due to a power cut),
handsets will still work on battery power. In this case, the Chief Marshal will
pass instructions to the lead marshal for each division for cascading down.
Crews at the lower sections of the marshalling area/river will be dispersed first.
Marshalling area below Barnes Bridge.
Crews for Hammersmith and Putney on Surrey turn and proceed downriver.
Crews for Barnes on Surrey held until all crews below Barnes Bridge going to
Hammersmith and Putney have gone.
When boating area at Barnes is clear, Surrey crews below Barnes Bridge will be
instructed to cross en bloc to Middx so they can proceed to Barnes boating area.
Once crews are across turning above Barnes Bridge can commence.
Marshalling area between Barnes Bridge and Chiswick Bridge.
Crews for Hammersmith and Putney on Middx turn and paddle down.
Crews for Hammersmith and Putney on Surrey turn and paddle down.
Crews for Barnes then turned and sent down
Crews for Chiswick on Middx move up and disembark when possible.
Crews for Chiswick on Surrey held until all crews on Middx have disembarked.
When boating area at Chiswick is clear, turning above Chiswick Bridge will be
stopped and Surrey crews below Chiswick Bridge will be instructed to cross en bloc
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to Middx so they can proceed to Chiswick boating areas. Once crews are across
turning above Chiswick Bridge can be resumed.
Marshalling area above Chiswick Bridge.
Crews for Hammersmith and Putney on Middx turn and paddle down.
Crews for Hammersmith and Putney on Surrey turn and paddle down.
Crews for Barnes and Chiswick then turned and sent down
Crews for UL on Middx move up and disembark when possible.
Crews for UL on Surrey held until all crews going down river have gone then they can
cross.
Returning Crews
Normal post-Race navigation rules and procedures will apply in the absence of
instructions to the contrary. If crews coming down the course are being told to stay
on the Surrey bank, it must be stressed to them that returning crews coming up from
Putney must be allowed to pass on their starboard side. At the same time, the Chief
Marshal will instruct as many umpires’ and marshals’ launches as possible between
the Black Buoy and St. Paul’s to take up a position between the lines of crews and
keep them apart. Drivers are to be requested to assist the umpires and marshals in a
lookout capacity.
Under no circumstances will any crew coming downstream be permitted to pass on
the Surrey side of the Putney moorings, or cross the line of the moorings.

Schools’ Head race contingency maps
These show some possible approaches if the full course is not
available
These should be seen as guidance only.
Map 1 – obstruction above Bandstand
Map 2 – obstruction between CPH and Hammersmith (this is likely to be the most
difficult scenario to deal with)
Map 3 – obstruction between Hammersmith and Black Buoy
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Map 1 – obstruction above Bandstand

Map 2 - obstruction between CPH and Hammersmith
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Map 3 – Obstruction between Hammersmith and Black
Buoy
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The Schools’ Head of the river race SHORR 2022 Welfare policy
The Organising Committee of Schools Head of the river race believes that the welfare
and wellbeing of all participants are paramount, whether as competitors or as
spectators, and is committed to ensuring safeguarding practice reflects statutory
responsibilities, government guidance and complies with best practice and British
Rowing requirements. It acknowledges that everyone, regardless of age, ability or
disability, gender reassignment, race, religion or belief, sex or sexual orientation,
socio-economic background, have equal rights to safety and protection and that
special measures are required to protect children and young people and adults at risk.
All suspicions, concerns and allegations of harm will be taken seriously and
responded to swiftly and appropriately.
This Policy Statement aims to ensure that all participants:
● have a positive and enjoyable experience of sport at the race in a safe environment.
● are protected from abuse while participating/attending the race or outside of the
activity.
The SHORR policy and procedures will be widely promoted and are mandatory for
everyone involved in the race. Failure to comply with the policy and procedures will
be addressed without delay and may ultimately result in dismissal/exclusion from the
event and future British Rowing competitions both virtual, indoor and on water.
Responsibilities of the Organising Committee (OC)
As part of our safeguarding policy the OC will:
● promote and prioritise the safety and wellbeing of participants, officials, volunteers
and spectators.
● ensure all personnel understand their roles and responsibilities in respect of
safeguarding and welfare and have undertaken appropriate training.
● ensure all personnel dealing with minors in rowing are aware of the British Rowing
Safeguarding and Protecting Children Policy.
● ensure the Event Safety Advisor is aware of this Policy Statement and Safety plan.
● ensure appropriate action is taken in the event of welfare incidents/concerns of
abuse and that support is provided to the individual/s who raise or disclose the
concern.
● ensure that confidential, detailed and accurate records of all safeguarding concerns
are maintained and securely stored.
● do their best to prevent the employment/deployment of unsuitable individuals.
● ensure robust safeguarding arrangements and procedures are in operation - a
designated Event Welfare Officer will be appointed annually and is responsible for
receiving and managing any concern/reports with the appropriate bodies (British
Rowing, Local Authorities, the NSPCC and/or the Police).
The Event Welfare Officer for 2022 will be Vikki Filsell . She can be contacted using
the email vikki10k@hotmail.co.uk .
These contact details will be posted on the competition website and she can be
contacted via any event official during the event as well. To report an allegation or
concern, please contact the Event Welfare Officer Vikki Filsell .
The only volunteers who may have substantial, unsupervised access to children are
listed below. These volunteers will be asked to provide the date and number of their
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enhanced disclosure from the Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS). Where no such
disclosure exists, the Committee will require one to be produced before the event.
● Members of the First Aid providers ● The Event Doctor ● The Event Welfare
Officer
Responsibility of clubs
It is a condition of entry to the SHORR that every crew shall have a named coach or
responsible adult. The named coach or responsible adult, who must be over the age of
18, must be named on the entry form and a current mobile telephone number for that
person must be provided. If a substitute coach or responsible adult comes to the
competition, they must contact the Event Welfare Officer and register their mobile
telephone number.
Each named coach or responsible adult is responsible for the welfare, safety and
appropriate supervision of their crew or entered athlete and is always expected to
know the whereabouts of all their athletes during the competition.
All participants and coaches must abide by British Rowing Rules of Racing and
Codes of Conduct as well as the BR Safeguarding Policy, which can be found on our
safeguarding webpage, and are expected to demonstrate good sportsmanship and
conduct at all times.
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